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Abstract

This study disaggregates subjective mobility perceptions into two distinct
judgments — whether one can move up within one’s own lifetime (intra-generational)
and whether the next generation can (inter-generationall — and examines their
distributions, determinants, and attitudinal consequences. Drawing on a nationally
representative data collected in 2026, we find that Koreans are notably more optimistic
about intra-generational than inter-generational mobility, and that the two perceptions
are shaped by partially different factors. More importantly, they pull social attitudes in
opposite directions: intra-generational optimism predicts opposition to taxing high
earners and skepticism toward meritocratic critique, whereas inter-generational optimism
predicts support for tax increases and greater inclusion of social minorities. Treating
mobility perceptions as a single dimension, as most prior work has done, thus risks
masking real relationships by letting these countervailing effects cancel out. We
conclude by discussing what the intra-/inter-generational distinction implies for mobility

discourse aimed at social integration.

Keywords: Perceived Social Mobility; Intragenerational Mobility; Intergenerational
Mobility; Prospect of Upward Mobility (POUM); Redistributive Preferences; Meritocratic

Beliefs; Social Tolerance
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JtHQl AEE Qi
<E 8> MZ|0|FY A SHF EHE (=M ZH, SiH])
231 29 2 29 3
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S, = p<001.
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